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Elkem Metals Company 
Technoloqy Center 
4625 Roy-al Avenue, PO Box 1344, Ni(l(']ara Falls, f\JY 14302 
~ (716) 286-7400 
Telex II 7 1 0-5241664 

Dr. D. J. Hansen 
Umetco M1nerals 
P. 0. Box 579 
N1agara Falls, New York 

August 6, 1985 

SubJect: Decontam1nat1on - 169 Bu1ld1ng 

Dear Don: 
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Elkem 1s proceed1ng to make rearrangements 1n 169 Bu1ld1ng pr1or to 1nstalla­
t1on of the new Alp1ne M1ll 1n September. 

Umetco made extens1ve efforts months ago to clean up the bu1ld1ng and remove 
all traces of asbestos and rad1oact1ve mater1als. Follow1ng th1s effort, you 
performed some tests th-at 1nd1cated base levels of anborne asbestos f1bers 
and background rad1oact1v1ty levels. 

There appear to be a few loose ends on both of these subJects. To my knowl­
edge the Cer1um 137 rad1oact1ve level 1nd1cator on the shaft furnace 1s the 
only known rad1oact1ve concern left 1n 169 Bu1ld1ng. You had 1nd1cated that 
th1s source and the spare for 1t, 1n the 143 Bu1lding button room, would be 
removed from the s1te, probably w1th the removal of the shaft furnace. The 
other shaft furnace concern was for some (3 v1s1ble) PCB-conta1n1ng capac1tors 
that are part of the furnace control system. You would presumably remove 
these from the s1te when the furnace 1s d1sassembled. 

We went thru the PCB capac1tor removal procedure last January d~spos1ng of 55 
capac1tors thru CECOS. The paperwork and costs seem excess1ve but 1t 1s a 
conven1ent solut1on. 

The asbestos concern 1s for f1bers that are now 1n place that could become 
a1rborne thru v1brat1on or vent1lat1on. OSHA has a concern for a1rborne 
f1bers 1n work areas w1th continuous exposure or one t1me concentrat1ons 
result1ng from cleanup act1v1t1es. S1nce Elkem has no 1ntent1on of do1ng any 
asbestos work 1n 169 Build1ng, we are after some documentat1on as to what 
Bla1r Ingalls actually completed 1n the cleanup and 1s there any base level 
data that we could c1te 1f we have future 1nspect1ons. 

In summary then, could you please prov1de the follow1ng documentat1on· 

(1) Some wr1tten descr1pt1on of Ingalls 1 cleanup procedures and the a1rborne 
f1ber read1ngs follow1ng removal of all of the asbestos. Presumably the 
bu1lding was not washed down and dust on all of the bu1ld1ng structurals, 
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crane ports, etc. was not vacuumed. At some future date, if OSHA in­
spects, can we show them a base l1ne of read1ngs for April 1985? 

(2) S1milarly can we have some written certification of what radioact1ve 
materials were present, when they were removed and any base line data as 
of April 1985, or at the complet1on of the shaft furnace move, 1ndicat1ng 
that the background was low and there were no s1gnif1cant hot spots. 

Very truly yours, 

RAC:Jk 
Cop1es: T. J. Kagetsu 

D. G. M1llenbruch 
J. G. Oxaal 
R. E. Deweese 
c. R. Allenbach 
R. M. Hamner 
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